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A Study of Li Cho-Wu’s Comment and note on the Prose

“The Four Books Review/Confucian Analects”

Hsiu-Hua Yang"*

Abstract

Li Cho-Wu ( ZgiE ) , a great master on comment and note as well
as a thinker in late Ming Dynasty, was a figure that set a milestone in the
history. Cho-Wu was in an age that individualism and liberalism prevailed;
he was viewed as a representative of “unrestrained dhyana”. In Ming
Dynasty, an age that literature of comment and note was overwhelming,
Cho-Wau put “childishness Doctrine” as the core of his literature theory; he
also amused and expressed himself by means of comment and note. He was
full of confidence and had extraordinary insight. His Prose “The Four
Books Review/Confucian Analects” had the features of humor and
boldness. In “The Four Books Review/Confucian Analects” within “Li-Zhi
Omnibus”, Cho-Wu classified the twenty chapters of “Confucian Analects”
into ten volumes (each contained two chapters). According to the different
positions, he also classified notes into headnote, sidenote, and endnote. The
contents of all these notes were concerned about appreciation and
annotation. The major characteristic of his comments was that he was used
to commenting right after he read the lines. His comments tended to be
more subjective. His critical models included appreciation, argument, and
annotation. His wording in comments was frank and straightforward. He
viewed the classical Confucian and Mencius with an angle that differed

from the other ordinary ones. Cho-Wu explicated “Confucian Analects” by
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means of comment and note, which clothed the masterpiece with new
vision and feature. It was definitely credible that Cho-Wu was the first in
commenting philosophical prose “The Four Books Review/Confucian

Analects.”

Key words : Li Cho-Wu, The Four Books, Confucian Analects,

commenting prose
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