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The Education of Noble during Former Han

Kuan-Chih Chen"”

Abstract

All of the emperor in Former Han respected his teacher very much,
and they also extremely put emphasis on education issue of prince, the
royal family and other aristocrats or official's. Here the noble includes
emperor, prince, vassal, mother of emperor and her family, part of officials,
and so on. Usually, the imperial family and aristocrats had their teachers
respectively. Such as “San-Gong” ( =/ ) , the teachers of emperor,
included “Tai-Shi” ( XEf ), “Tai-Fu” ( Xf# ) and “Tai-Bao” ( Xf%). And
“San-Shao” ( =/[) , the assistantship, included “Shao-Shi” (/DEfi) ,
“Shao-Fu” (/I# ) and “Shao-Bao” (/D{) . In addition, the prince and
vassal also had their own “Tai-Fu” and other officials for counselling.
Even mother of emperor, her family, princess, queen’s family and officials,
also had each kind of measure to carry on the education.

The choosing of the teacher was the second issue for emperor during
Former Han. It was usually through introducing and electing procedure,
then the emperor decided which one would pass finally. Once the people
became aristocrats’ teacher, they had to protect and educate them,
whenever the student committed any error, teacher must undertake the
responsibility especially. Therefore, the content of noble education, not
only literature and art, but also included moral and manner, sometimes even
contained many special goals. What a pity was, the aristocrat education

didn’t promote to spread out of all officials in Former Han. Even though,

* Communication author, Assistant professor , General Education Center, Hsin Sheng College
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by developing the noble edution, it could not only correct aristocrat’s
personality, lead the aristocrat's behavior attitude, but also could raise
aristocrat's knowledge, advance aristocrat's cultural level, so the influence
of political through noble education at that time, truly played the quite

important historical role.
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